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before the mailing of a final Office Action. It is respectfully requested that the cited references 
be considered and that the enclosed copy of PTO/SB/08 be initialed by the Examiner to indicate 
such consideration and a copy thereof returned to applicant(s). 
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The references were cited in a communication in a counterpart German application on 
November 25, 2006, which was forwarded to Applicant's Representative in a communication 
dated March 20, 2006. 
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Postal Service on the date shown below with sufficient postage as first class mail in 
an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop Amendment, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 
Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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First Office Action from German Patent Application No. 102 96 660.5-31 (Attorney Docket 
No. PI 1413DE) mailed January 4, 2006, English translation and German associate's letter 
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